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How do we know a municipality  

is a capable government?  
How do we measure the capacity of cities to 

contribute to building a capable state? 

In this latest update, ACSL again combines 
legal research with computational methods 
to measure the capacity of cities. The 
Capacity Index ranks all municipalities 
against three measures of capacity over the 
period 2013 - 2016.  

The research shows that the capacity of 
municipalities (and the major cities in 
particular) has significantly improved in the 
extent to which municipalities have filled 
available posts. Section 139 interventions 
can improve municipal capacity. 

This 2nd Working Paper series builds on 
the Capable Cities Index, a tool that has 
been instrumental in informing public 
debate around capable cities (capability 
referring to consistency in maintaining high 
levels of capacity, performance and 
compliance).  

It has been referred widely and included in 
the South African Cities Network’s State of 
South African Cities Report 2016.	

	

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/CCI-WorkingPaperSer2-Capacity



	

	

	

About	the	Applied	Constitutional	Studies	Laboratory		

The Applied Constitutional Studies Laboratory (ACSL) is a multi-disciplinary 
applied research project (situated within the Dullah Omar Institute for 
Constitutional Law, Governance and Human Rights at the University of the 
Western Cape) that combines legal research with computational methods to 
address problems of governance, accountability and social justice in South 
Africa and the region.  

www.acsl-web.com		 	 		 	 www.dullahomarinstitute.org.za	
 
This Project was made possible with the assistance of the Ford Foundation, the Charles 
Stewart Mott Foundation and the Open Society Foundation.	
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